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The AAZK Bulletin is the official national publication of the 
American Association of Zoo Keepers. 

Staff: Editor; Ken Kawata, Topeka Zoo, Topeka, Kansas 

Coordinator; Richard G. Sweeney, San Diego Zoo, Calif. 
Reporters; All AAZK members 
MImeographer; Virginia L. Sweeney, San Diego 
Editorial Advisor; Gary K. Clarke, Director, 

Topeka Zoo 

The AAZK Bulletin is edited, compiled, printed and distributed 
at Topeka, Kansas. Printed bi-monthly. 
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AAZK MEMBERSHIPS 


Affiliate (Keeper) 

Associate 

Foreign 

Student 

Contributing 

Supporting Life 


$10.00 annually 
210.00 annually 
210.00 annually 
2 5.00 annually 
$25.00 annually 
$ 200.00 


For details and applications for membership, please write to AAZK 
Headquarters. All memberships include subscription to AAZK Bulletin. 












Dear Members, 

We regret the delay in getting our publication out to you on 
schedule and also take this opportunity to advise you that you will 
recieve the national BULLETIN in this form for the reminder of 1972, 

Because of our need to use 1972 funds to meet 1971 expenses 
it is neaessary for us to relinquish our proposed expansion Df the 
publication this year. We had anticipated full membership renewal 
under our new dues rate, but this did not materialize. Consequently 
we did not gain on our deficit enough to fulfill our public promises 
to our current membership. 

We feel it is far more important to bring you up to date in a 
more modest format than to continue our unavoidable delays 
awaiting sufficient funds to produce a larger publication. 

Please accept our apologies for having to revert to this means. 
But if AAZK is to survive the trial of adolescence and reach its 
deserving adulthood, then we must spend accordingly. 

Thank you for your patience and kind considerations. 

Ken Kawata, Editor 


BIRTH OF A GOLDEN CAT 

by Harold Barnett, Tri-County Zoo, N.Y. 

We are very pleased to announce the birth of one male kitten to our pair of 
Asian Golden Cat, Felis temmincki . We are especially pleased because they don’t 

breed too often in captivity. This pair of cats come from Thailand, She is four 

years old, and weighs about 35 lbs., and he is approximately seven years old, 

and weighs about 50 lbs. They have been in captivity for 3ir years, and are being 

maintained on frozen Zu/Preem Feline Diet. 

No mating activity was observed, however, there was evidence that some mating 
had ocurred, and we planned accordingly. Figuring on a gestation of 72-74 days, 
we hoped for a mid-March birth. This pair of cats is-.extremely compatible, and is 
allowed to remain together at all times, but, in case of a pregnancy, they were 
separated on March 3rd. We kept a close eye on the female, but she never showed 
any of the normal signs of an impending delivery. Her nipples didn’t swell, and 
no fetal movements were seen. She didn’t even prepare for the delivery by building 
a nest, or removing any fur from around her nipples. Still, we hoped, and on 
March 12th, we noticed what appeared to be light contractions. This persisted for 
more than 24 hours, without gaining in intensity, although she was obviously in 
discomfort. Late Monday, March 13th, it was decided to give her an injection of 
Pitocin to help her contractions along. Getting her in a box and giving her a shot 
only upset her, and by then, all contractions stopped. On March 14th, still not 
knowing wheter or not she was pregnant, it was decided to knock her down and give 
her a more thorough examination. She was given an injection of Ketilar and examined. 
At this point, we finally found out that she was pregnant, and also found out that 
she would have to have a Caesarean section. At 12:00 that afternoon, one large 
male kitten was removed from her uterus. The female has done beautifully. She 
hasn’t bothered her stitches, and seems to be back to normal. 

When the kitten was removed, he was more dead than alive. Breathing wouldn’t 
start, he was dehydrated, and his lungs were filled with mucous. After all the 
initial work with him was over, he was weighed(9 oz.) and tapped, given glucose and 
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BIRTH OF A GOLDEN CAT (Continued) 


temporary enteritis serum and put In an Incubator for intensive care. Since then, 

It has been uphill all the way. 

Due to the circumstances of the birth, It was decided not to attempt to have 
tne female nurse the kitten. It is being hand raised on Borden 1 s Tabbi-Lac. At 
the time of writing (8 days) the kitten recieves eight feedings per day of 12-16 ccs 
each. 

NEWS HR CM THE RANDOLPH BARK ZOO CHAPTER 

by A1 Valenzuela 

Im March of 1972 the keepers of the Randolph Park Zoo in Tucson, Arizona, voted 
to form our own chapter of AAZK. The Zoo was started in 1967 and covers an area of 
approximately six acres. The Park is a home for many exotic species of the globe. 
The elected officers of the Tucson Chapter are as follows: 

President: Alfred Valenzuela Vice President: Cathy Quehn 

Secretary: Ann Boyle Treasurer: Sandra K. Hein 

Sargent of Arms: Jon Pallanes 

Barry Ams and Mark Bruns in charge of research and editing 

The Western regional conference of AAZPA was recently held in Tucson. We Were 
visited bt many zoo personnel. It was hosted by the Arizona-Sonora Desert Musuem 
and was an educational conference with talks by many professional zoo personnel. 

The keepers of the Tucson Zoo would like to extend an open invitation to anyone 
passing through our city to stop by for a visit. 


Recent Births 

0.1.1 Asian Golden Cat 

0.1 .0 

Brazilian Tapir 

1 .0.0 

American Bison 

1.3.0 

African Lion 

1 .1 .0 

African Leopard 

0.0.4 

Dingo 

4.1.0 

Cape Hunting Dog 

0.1 .0 

Wapiti 

0.0.1 

Kinkajou 

0.0.3 

Gennet 


NOTES ON HAND REARING A GOLDEN CAT 
by Pamela Lukaszewski, Randolph Park Zoo 

On February 10, 1972, 0.1.1 Asian Golden Cat, Fells Temmincki . were born at the 
Randolph Park Zoo in Tucson. This is the first litter of the species this Zoo has 
had the pleasure of experiencing. The morning of the discovery it was decided to 
pull one kitten for hand rearing while leaving the other kitten to be raised by 
the parent. To date no trace of the other kitten has been found. 

The kitten which was pulled, named "Jackie", weighed seven ounces upon arrival to 
the quarantine. She was immediately put on a diet consisting of a formula of 
Esbilac (Borden) and distilled water. During the first week the formula contained 
one part Esbilac and three parts distilled water, as well as two drops of liquid 
vitamins. This basic diet was changed for the second week to one part Esbilac and 
two parts.water. Further, 1/8 teaspoon Paltone Powder (Pittman-Moore) was 
substituted for liquid vitamins. In the third week 1/4 teaspoon of Natural Calcium 
Phospho Carbonate (Armour-Baldwin)' was added to the 1:2 ratio of Esbilac and 
distilled water. 

For the first 14 days "Jackie" was taken home in order to follow a feeding 
schedule of four feedings per day, between 7:00 am and 11:00 pm. After 14 days her 
feeding schedule consisted of four feedings per day, between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm. 

At the time of this writing "Jackie" is five weeks old and weighs 21 ounces. 
Points of interest 

2-10-72 Lifting her head 

2-11-72 Purring; soundless hisses; beginning to climb the sides of her 
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NOTES ON HMD BEARING A GOLDEN CAT (Continued) 


2-1 3-72 
2-14-72. 


2 - 16-72 
2-17-72 
2 - 20-72 
2-21 -72 
2-24-72 
2-26-72 

2- 29-72 

3- 1 5-72 

3-17-72 


carrying cage; her eyes, though closed, react to light 
Sound to her hisses 

Umbilical cord is off; small slits open on both eyes; light makes her 
eves tear 

o' 

Right eye has opened 
Left eye has opened 

Able to support her own weight; standing and trying to wall: 

Walking several steps before falling 

Teeth beginning to come in 

Teeth present in upper and lower jaws 

Although her sight is rather poor, she flinches at sudden movement 
Started drinking formula from a bowl, also Zu/Preem diet was added 
to her diet 

She was put on three feedings a day at S am, 12 noon and 5 pm 


EUROPEAN EAGLE OWLS 
by Ralph Legge, Calgary Zoo 


European Eagle Owls, Bubo bubo , inhabit Jiurope, North Arnica and Southern Asia. 
In habits and appearance, they are similar to our Great Horned Owl, though 
s omewhat larg er. 

We have displayed our pair ofkEagle Owls for approximately four years and they 
are exhibited in a wire pen 9’ x 15’ x 20’ high. They are fed a diet of horsemeat 
(bonemeal, fish oil and vitamins added) and chicks. 

For years previous to the first natching, our female had laid eggs, bub none 
hatched. On February IB, 1970, sue was seen seeking a suitable nesting site* 
Although a high platform cohered by a weather awning was offered as in the past, 
she rejected it and dug a 6” depression In the earth at the rear of the pen. A 
wooden'box with one open side was placed over her to protect the nest from Inclement 
weather. She rejected all nesting material offered and Instead pulled feathers 
from her breast which she used to line the nest. Eggs were noted shortly after and 
since the incubation period is 34—36 days, March 29th was circled as the expected 

hatching day. 

Since she exceeded this period without any results, the eggs were removed and 
found to be rotten. 

I was quite surprised when on June 21st, she was ooserved preparing a nesting 
site again. 

Soon after, two eggs were observed in. the nest. On July 20th., much to my surprise, 
she was seen feeding one chick. Then ten days later, another chick was seen for 
the first time. The reason for indefinite dates on the Incubation and delayed 
sirhtings was because the mother covered the nest almost continuously and we wanted 
to°disturb her as little as possible. The diet was altered to Include mice, and 
horsemeat was eliminated. 

The mother would tear small pieces from, the mice and chicks and gently insert 
it Into the fledglings’ throat. While concern was felt that bhe older and larger 

chick would hoarde the food, nour fears proved goundless. 

The male, who stood watch from a perch, took an active part in the care by 

bringing food to the nest whenever the female called. 

These chicks were joined with another hatching of three in 1971. We have full 

hopes of another successful hatching in 1972. 


AAZX shoulder patches will NOT be available until further notice. 











AN OBSTETRICAL PROBLEM IN THE CHILDRENS ZOO 

by Ellen J. Thrall, Atlanta Zoo 


On April 2, Easter Sunday, the keeper working in the Children 1 s Zoo, Cheryl 
Thayer, arrived at 9:00 am to find that Tango, a Shetland Pony mare, was in labor. 

One hoof of the foal was already visible but when nothing else appeared to be 
happening she called her supervisor John Jackson, the Acting Curator of Mammals. 

He arrived within minutes and brought another keeper, Jim Snow, with him to help 
if necessary. It was apparent that the mare was having difficulty and needed human 
help. The veterinarian usually on call in large animal cases was unavailable so 
Mr. Jackson tried to help by grasping the visible leg and pulling when the mare 
contracted. This did not seem to help and when the other foreleg did not appear 
they attempted to manually push the foal back into the canal and reposition the 
legs. It took almost 30 minutes to gently pull both legs into the proper position. 
This seemed to relieve some of the pain for the mare, but she was still unable to 
deliver the foal. Another call was put to the veterinarian, but being a holiday 
it was impossible to reach him. 

I had been called at home when the mare began her labor. It was my day off but 
1 decided to go to the Zoo and see the new foal, When I arrived at 10:30 am no foal 
had been delivered yet and Mr. Jackson was still attempting to pull the foal from 
the mare. I was able to feel along the vaginal canal and discovered that the foal’s 
head was not in the jproper position for delivery. Because the mare was so small 
it was impossible to reposition the foal by hand, and it became very apparent that 
no amount of pulling would help and might even seriously injure the mare. We were 
finally able to reach Dr. Pritchard, our veterinarian, and he started for the Zoo 
immediately but he had a 40 mile drive to reach us, and the holiday traffic was 
quite congested. 

This sort of problem would be difficult on any day but on Easter Sunday it 
created additional chaos. We attempted to cordon off the area around the barn but 
visitors kept climbing over the ropes in spite of signs instructing them to keep 
out. Luckily the mare herself was inside the barn, but curious visitors kept 
banging on. the entrance door wanting to know what was going on. 

Dr. Pritchard arrived at noon and immediately anesthetized" the mare. He was 
quickly able to determine that the foal was coming in what is known as a poll 
presentation. The back of its head and shoulders were bent and the foal was coming 
ears first. In this position it had become wedged and now had to be manually removed. 
Dr. Pritchard told us that the foal was probably already dead as any equine delivery 
that takes more than 20 minutes usually means that there is some problem. 

Another keeper, Hank Frazier, came down from the Hoofed Animal Area to assist 
if necessary and to keep a written record of the proceedure for the zoo records. 

Hank was especially interested because he is expecting the birth of a zebra foal 
in his section in the near future and wanted to be prepared in case of a similar 
difficulty. 

Dr. Pritchard administered a tranquilizer to the mare to relax the vaginal 
museles and then began the job of repositioning the foal prior to its removal. 

Because the birth canal area is so small in a Shetland Pony, he found it necessary 
to use a metal coil commonly called a "calf saver" to pull the head of the foal into 
the proper position. The coil has a noose at one end and this was slipped over 
the muzzle of the foal’s head and while Dr. Pritchard pushed the body of the foal 
back into the canal Mr. Jackson pulled on the "calf saver" and gently caused the 
head of The foal to move into position. Dr. Pritchard then attached small chains 
to the forelegs of the foal and with Mr. Jackson’s assistance pulled the foal’s 
body from the mare. 

The foal was immediately given a cardiac stimulant and rubbed vigorously, but 
this was futile because the foal had apparently been dead for several hours, ihe 
foal was a perfectly formed chestnut filly. 

Tango was given fluids intravenously, as well as antibiotics and a tetanus 
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AN OBSTETRICAL PROBLEM IN THE CHILDREN'S ZOO (Continued) 



NORMAL POSITION OF FQAL AT BIRTH 



injection. We were instructed to give her 100 cc of penicillin daily for the 
next fire' days. 

The mare was expected to regain coneionsness within a few minutes, but her long 
ordeal had completely exhausted her and she stayed down until 5:30 pm that evening. 
Dr. Pritchard returned the following day to examine her and noted that she had come 
very close to rupturing the uterine wall and into the rectum, which would have been 
fatal. We were instructed to keep her on a very laxative diet of wheat bran and 
oats for several days to keep her bowels loose and prevent irritation of the 
intestinal wall. 

At this time (April 12) tne mare seems to be recovering. She is still weak and 
has a severe uterine infection but we are fightng it with further antibiotics. We 
were also instructed nob to breed her back again this year, but wait until she is 
t ho roug hly he ale d. 


HuOPiAY Pun OKLAHOMA Z g 

by Larry Nunlev, Wohawk 

O t) eJ y 


\.J 


Park Zoo, 


■Tulsa 


Thanks to special efforts from the "World Famous Mohawk Park Zoo" and the 
iklahoma City Zoo, the Prairie Dogs — consequently, Black-footed Ferrets — 
of iklahoma will live to see. tomorrow. We Oklahomans aren’t ones to blow our 


horns, but TwOT,TOOT anyway. 

The crucial, as well as touchy, situation all started when Southwestern 
.klahoma farmers and ranchers started complaining to their state representatives 
about the number of livestock which were injuring themselves by stepping into 
those "pesky little prairie dog holes". Due to pressures placed upon him a certain 
Senator (whose name shall not be mentioned) introduced to the Senate, Bill #520. 

In effect, SB #520 would allow the legalization of exterminating the prairie dogs 
in Oklahoma. Now, Oklahoma has an undetermined (but believed to be substantial; 
population of the rare and endangered Black-footed Ferret. As everyone knows, 
the main diet of the Black-footed Ferret is prairie dogs, and if the prairie dogs 
were wiped out, so would the Black-footed Ferrets. 

Actually, the Tulsa and Oklahoma City Zoos were not truly aware of Senate Bill 
#520 until it had already passed the Senate. Such late unawareness did not gave 


for 


us much time to act before the bill was to be brought up before the Bouse 
approval. Employees of the Tulsa and Oklahoma City Zoos immediately wrote to their 
representatives, expressing the importance of defeating such a bill. Zoo employees, 
such as Tulsa Director Dave Zucconi, and Larry Nunley, appeared on local television 
news programs and aired their views as to why and how SB #520 is ecologically 
unfeasible. "Skipper", Tulsa Zoo’s tame prairie dog, accompanied Mr. Rodger Randle 
an ecologically-minded Representative who led the opposition to the bill) to the 

staff, Mr. Rai 


House meetings. With the help of the Tulsa and Oklahoma City Zoos’ 


dl 








HOORAY FOR OKLAHOMA ZOOS! (Continued) 


Skipper, civic groups, the YMCA, and sudden public ecological awareness, SB #520 
was defeated on March 29, 1972. 

The defeat of SB #520 is definitely not going to mend the injuries of livestock 
due to prairie dog holes. Such an "all or none" policy is not what we want. In 
certain isolated spots prairie dogs may actually pose a problem to livestock. 

In such situations, it is my opinion that permits should be issued to those ranchers 
by the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation to properly thin out those 
specific areas. In this manner, the prairie dog population as a whole (but more 
Important, the Black-footed Ferret population) will continue to be a part of 
Oklahoma’s proud heritage. 

If all the zoos In the United States will continue to keep up with, and seek 
solutions for, today’s every-increasing ecological problems and public unawareness 
to those problems, our wildlife may be saved from extinction. So come on zoos —- 
let’s go!! 

INDIANAPOLIS ZOO NEWS 


Recent births at the Indianapolis Zoo include 6 Rhea, 1.1 Siberian Tiger, 
1.1 Leopard, 7 African Shelduck, 2.3 Coyote, 1.1 Bobcat, 3 Chucker Partridge, 

5 Mute Swan, 1 Black Swan. 

Keepers at the Indianapolis Zoo will meet Informally with the keeper staff 
at the Columbus Zoo, Ohio. 
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AAZK TO PARTICIPATE 

Representatives of AAZK will attend a tentatively scheduled joint meeting with 
members of AAZPA, AAZV at the 1972 annual conference fo the American Association 
of Zoological Parks and Aquariums at Portland, Oregon. Those members of AAZK 
include Mr. Perry Alexander and Mr. Ken Kennedy. 

Purpose of the meeting is to formulate a closer liaison between the various 
zoo oriented organizations. 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL AAZK MEMBERS!! 

Recieve a free copy of IN TERNATIONAL ZOO NEWS as a special 

Introduction to AAZK members only!! 

Subscriptions to INTERNATIONAL ZOO NEWS published by Zoo-Centrum, 

Holland can be obtained at 50 % savings! 

All subscriptions must be ordered through AAZK Headquarters. Cannot 

be obtained If you order direct. 

This special rate of $7.75 per year Is available to AAZK members only! 

Place your order now...for a free copy of INTERNATIONAL Z00_ NEWS . 

Write stating name and address to: AAZK Headquarters 

SO24 Tommy Drive 
San Diego, Ca 92119 

For subscription rate send check or money order to AAZK Headquarters. 

















ZOO DIRECTORS - VETERINARIANS - KEEPERS 

PROTECT YOUR 
VALUABLE 
MEAT EATERS 

with NEBRASKA BRAND HORSE MEAT 

U.S. Government Inspected — Your assurance of a Quality Product — 

backed by Products Liability Insurance. 

WE OFFER A PROGRAM TO HELP ZOOS SECURE THEIR OWN FREEZERS. 

LET US GIVE YOU THE DETAILS. PAY AS YOU USE. 

ALSO WRITE FOR NEW BOOKLET "HELPFUL INFORMATION ON THE ART OF ANIMAL KEEPING" 

We also offer ground frozen NEBRASKA FELINE FOOD for a prepared mix 
as well as a complete line of DRY FEEDS and a fine BIRDS OF PREY DIET. 

For Information and Prices Contact: 

DUANE A. STROTHER or LOREN MORRIS 

CENTRAL NEBRASKA PACKING CO. 

P.O. BOX 550 

NORTH PLATTE. NEBRASKA 69101 
Phone (308) 532-1250 
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